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Supporting laboratory accreditation

IFCC commissioned an independent company (Election Buddy)
to conduct the ballot on its behalf. Ballot papers were sent out by
email to National Representatives (or their nominated deputies)
just before the ballot opened on 01 August. The ballot remained
open throughout the month of August allowing voters to express
their preferences on-line by clicking on the voting link contained
within the call. Only one vote was allowed for each registered
email address. The IFCC Office sent out a reminder to Full
Members during August to confirm that the ballot would close on
31 August. Immediately the ballot had closed IFCC was able to
access the results, counted using the Alternative Voting system,
from Election Buddy.

The detailed results of the ballot can be accessed from:
https://electionbuddy.com/elections/9113/results/sx9mm8def

The headlines from the results are:
" A percentage of 52.3% of IFCC Members voted

Three of the five areas from the IFCC Strategic Plan
were very close on first preference votes

Once second and third preference votes were taken into
account the narrow winner was 'Facilitating the
standardisation of laboratory medicine'

From an IFCC Executive Board perspective the trial election
was a success:

The election process appears to have gone well with no
problems reported.

The results were available immediately the ballot closed.

The Alternative Voting system of counting the votes has
produced a 'winner' even though there were three very
close contenders based on first preference votes.

The importance of second and third preferences is well
illustrated

IFCC is delighted to see that three of its 'flagship' policies
attracted equal support and that there was significant
support for two emerging policies.

The only disappointment is the relatively low number of
IFCC Members who voted. There are many possible
reasons for this and the IFCC President has contacted all
those Members who did not vote urging them to ensure
that they do vote in the next ballot, which will occur during

the autumn of 2013 and which will elect the President and
the Executive Board for 2015-2017.

The IFCC Scientific Division has recently established a working
group on commutability (WG-C). The WGC is charged with
advancing procedures for the formal assessment of commutability
of reference materials used as calibrators, trueness controls or
EQA samples. There have been several statistical approaches
reported to evaluate commutability but a key issue to be
addressed is the degree of commutability needed, taking into
account the intended use of a reference material and the intended
clinical use of a measurand. Issues such as the confounding
influences of measurement specificity, measurement imprecision,
replacement lots of a reference material, and assessment of
commutability of an existing material when a new measurement
procedure is introduced are among the items to be addressed.
The WGC will provide education on calibration and accuracy
assessment issues influenced by commutability and guidance to
manufacturers and laboratories about what information should be
provided in relation to the commutability and intended use of
reference materials.
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New Board elected on Addis Ababa-Introducing Current EMLA Executive Board Members

CONTRIBUTED BY DR. GIZACHEW TADDESSE AKALU

he Ethiopian Medical Labopratory Association (EMLA) held its general assembly from 08 - 09 June, 2013 in Addis Ababa at Ghion
jeneral assembly elected the president, Vice President and Executive Board members to serve EMLA for the next years;

‘ President
Vice President, Conference and Event Affairs
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CANADIAN SOCIETY OF CLINICAL CHEMISTS (CSCC)

Relapsing-remitting
multiple sclerosis
1 Hsa-miR-145; (90; 90; 0.96)

Acute cerebral ischemia
| miR-210; (88; 41, 0.66)

Acute pulmonary embolism ki 'I'raymatic hul-“ injury
A ; | miR-16 + | miR-92a
T miR-134; ¢~ ~. 0.83) s + 1 MIR-765; (100; 100; 1,00)
Active tuberculosis
1 miR-29; (83; 80; 0,83)
Heart failure
Hepatitis B virus 1 miR-423-5p; (- - 0.81)

1 miR-375 + miR-10a + miR-223; o v S Acute myocardial infarction
(99; 99; 1.00) ¥ 1 miR-208b; (100; 100; 1,00)
Cirrhosis -

| MIR-122 + 1 MIR-192 + 1 MiR-21

+ | miR-223 + | miR-26a

Crohn's disease
1 miR-16; (74; 100; 0,90)

psis Hand-foot-and-mouth disease
| miR-223, (80; 100; 0.86) 1 miR-148a + miR-143
+ miR-324-3p + miR-628-3p
+ miR-140-5p + miR-362-3p,
(97, 93; 0.99)




Oral squamous cell carcinoma
t miR-31; (~ ~: 0,82)

Non-small cell lung carcinoma

1 MiR-20 + miR-24 + miR-25 + miR14
+ miR-152 + miR-198a5p + miR221

+ miR-222 + miR-223 + miR-320,
(93; 90; 0,97)

Hepatocellular carcinoma

{ miR-23a + miR-23b + miR-342-3p
+ miR-375 + miR-423, (97, 100; 1,00)

Rhabdomyosarcoma
1 miR-206; (100; 96; 0,89)

Renal cell carcinoma

1 miR-378 + | miR-451; (81; 83, 0,86)
Colorectal cancer

1 miR-82; (89; 70; 0,88)

Urinary bladder cancer

t miR-126 / miR-152;

(72; 82; 0.77)

Ovarian cancer
| miR-342-3p; (—; --; 0.86)

)

+

4

Prostate ciﬁmr
1 miR-141; (60; 100; 0,91)

Papillary thyroid carcinoma
t miR-222; (B1; 90; 0.91)

Oesophageal squamous
cell carcinoma
t miR-22; (89; 86; 0,95)

Breast cancer
1 miR-195; (88; 91; 0,84)

Acute myeloid leukemia
1 miR-185 + miR-142-3p;
(90; 100; 0.97)

Gastric cancer

1 miR-1 + miR-20a + miR-27a
+ miR-34 + miR-423-5p;

(80; 81; 0,88)

Pancreatic cancer

1 miR-16 + miR-196a

+ CA19-9; (92; 96; 0,98)




Seminar "In Search of Excellence and the Clinical Laboratory"
Guatemala, Tikal Futura Hotel April 18-20 2013

Dr. Ana Leticia Maselli

] Guatemalan IFCC National Representative A Q B G

L9 This seminar was organized in recognition of all the laboratories o e Qoo Blologs # Gueicmele
and their professionals in Guatemala, who participated 15 years

in Quality Assessment Program of Guatemalan Society of Clini-

g
Ly

cal Chemists.

In this Seminar "In Search of excellence and the Clinical Laboratory", we wanted to improve the knowledge of the participant of newest
developments in Quality Assurance System in the clinical laboratories.

In the program participatant professors from different countries; with the important cooperation of Latin American Confederation of
Clinical Biochemistry COLABIOCLI and International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine IFCC, through Visiting
Lecture Program from Argentina came Dr. Daniel Mazziotta, participated as lecturers Dr. Carlos Navarro, Dr. Roberto Garcia, Dr.
Manuel Alberto Arca, Dr. Félix Acufia(Argentina) , Dr. Michael Umafia( CostaRica), Dr. Miosotys Echavarria and Dr. Miriam Pol
(Dominican Republic), Dr. Ingrid Tabarini and Lic. Alex Pineda(Guatemala), Dra. Guadalupe Soriano (México), Dr. Nelson Celdefio
(Panama).

Program: - o — ——
1. The clinical laboratory between technology and knowledge. g :
2. Cooperative Systems for the development of the professionals. 1

o The importance of Quality Assurance in search of the excellence in Clinical =

Laboratory.

Quality Management System in Microbiology.

Quality Assurance in the Molecular Laboratory.

Standardization and validation of methods, creatinine as a model.
Risk Management of Clinical laboratory

Accreditation in Guatemalan Clinical Laboratory with ISO 15189 guide.

CONIRCPROIR

During the Seminar we had a meeting with Executive Board of Guatemalan Society of

Clinical Chemists, National Representative of San Salvador, Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, Colombia and COLABIOCLI Executive
Board , and Dr. Daniel Mazziotta, to establish future collaborative projects, activities and =
programs with COLABIOCLI and IFCC.

IFCC gratefully acknowledges financial support by Abbott Diagnostics Division

xecuti
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My experience at Department of Pharmacology, University

of Pretoria, Arcadia, South Africa
By
ANALYTICAL TOXICOLOGIST , ASSIUT CHEMICAL LABORATORY, MEDIC-LEGAL
DEPARTMENT, MINISTRY OF JUSTICE,
EGYPT.

: | am extremely happy to write
about my experience at

tment of Pharmacology,
ia, South

of three months. | am very grateful to my host Prof Vanessa
Steenkamp for her generosity in giving me useful advice during my
stay and work in Pretoria. This enabled me to come back home rich
with knowledge necessary for my future professional activity. |
would also like to express my gratitude to Professor Oppel Greeff,
Head of Department, Dr Duncan Cromarty and all the staff in the
pharmacological laboratory for giving me practical help and precise
direction to broaden my personal knowledge.

AT THE ADVANCED CENTRE FOR THE DE-
ON OF CANCER

ORONTO
JOSEP MIQUEL BAUGA ROSSELLO




cancer biomarkers. Due to its non-invasive collection and stability,
urine is considered an attractive body fluid for disease exploration
using proteomics approaches. Based on this rationale, my main
project at the ACDC Lab was to develop a mass spectrometry-
based assay for the quantification of peptides derived from the
leucin-rich alpha-2-glycoprotein 1 (LRG1). This glycoprotein has
been suggested as promising candidate for the diagnosis of
ovarian cancer. With the outstanding help and supervision of Dr.
Eduardo Martinez-Morillo, Dr. Vathany Kulasingam and Dr.
Diamandis itself, my research yielded encouraging results, which
will inform future research and contribute to a scientific publication.

1'Some workmates and me at
«sGelebrating Greek Ealsti i
P .n'.. r" l ' sl

A few colleagues and me on the
Toronto Island; Toronto's Skyline.

MY EXPERIENCE AT TYGERBERG HOSPITAL -3 MONTH EX-
CHANGE PROGRAM IN LABORATORY QUALITY MANAGE-

MENT
By

Acknowledgement

| wish to sincerely thank the International Federation of Clinical
chemistry for the Scholarship that enabled me to attend laborato
quality management training. The executive head of patholog
department, Prof. RT Erasmus for accepting my application to train
and learn from the Tygerberg Academic Laboratory and the Uni-
versity of Stellenbosch, the staff at the Tygerberg Hospital for thei
support and willingness to share in quest of learning from each
other and Gertrude’s Children Hospital for granting me the oppor-
tunity to be away from duty to study.
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Rosario VAZQUEZ-LARIOS, M.S. First Secretary Deputy;
God bless. Isela PARRA-ROJAS, PhD, Second Secretary;
Bramwel B.N Wafula Sagrario ROMERO-ESTRELLA, M.S. Second Secretary
Deputy;
Alejandro MORALES DE LA VEGA, PhD, Trascurre; and
Ines BALLESTEROS BARREDA, Biochemist, Treasurer
Deputy.

Our objectives are to disseminate scientific knowledge,
promoting teaching and research in the field of laboratory
medicine, as well as promoting the implementation of quality
standards, accreditation of clinical laboratories and blood
banks, establishing multidisciplinary collaboration with other

and associations of professionals in the

includes all disciplines
e to reach

Farewell party for the international‘- \
students

IFCC WELCOMES A
NEW FULL MEMBER

Lolegio Mexicano de Liencias

SOCIETY THE de Laboratorio Clinico, AC.
MEXICAN ASSOCIATION OF
CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES

e

%

A\

o/ |

§

N

/

})‘\

/

-

W

A

)

E

2




at the University of Guadalajara. To promote the implementation of
the new Mexican blood bank standard, a course will take place in
Xalapa, capital city of Veracruz State. In conjunction with this
university, the CMCLC, A.C. developed a postgraduate program on
hematology/blood bank training. The CMCLC, A.C, is about to sign
an agreement with the Health Department of Yucatan State to
facilitate the implementation of national standards, as well as
organize scientific activities in conjunction with the State university.
Industry is invited to collaborate with the CMCLC, A.C. on these
efforts. In fact, they are a key factor in disseminating our scientific
activities along the country. The 7th International Conference on
Quality under the auspices of IFCC will provide continuing education
different topics such as microbiology, hematology, quality control,
erology. The CMCLC, A.C. is having a

m on the memory of Antonieta Garza-

ner career to promote the

ard members

FRANCOISE PONTET - IN MEMORIAM

PROF GEORGES FERARD

Frangoise Pontet tragically left us on the 21 August 2013.
Born in the Paris region, at Alfortville in 1947, she obtained
first a diploma of pharmacist, then of clinical chemist at the
Paris University. Subsequently, she worked at the ‘Service
de Biochimie et de Biologie moléculaire’ at the Hospital
Lariboisiére in Paris. Frangoise Pontet became an expert in
monoclonal dysglobulinemia, both in the analytical field and
the clinical interpretation of laboratory results. Her Ph D was
devoted to “The study of monoclonal immunoglobulins M and
their clinical significance”. She supervised about ten theses,
produced about fifty papers and sixty posters as well as
several conferences.

Very early on, Dr F. Pontet was strongly motivated by the
terminology and nomenclature in clinical laboratory sciences.
1977 she published with Pr Frangois Rousselet the classic
“Les unités Sl en biologie”. In addition Frangoise

er of the Committee “Protéines” of the

ener




Calendar of IFCC Congresses/Conferences and Regional Federations

2013 Oct 27-30 APCCB 2013 - 13t Conq'relss of the Asia-Pacific Federation for Clinical Biochem-
istry and Laboratory Medicine

Bali, ID

Oct 29-31 COLABIOCLI 2013 - XXI Congreso Latinoamericano de Bioguimica Clinica Lima, PE

Jun 20-22  XllI International Congress of Pediatric Laboratory Medicine Istanbul, TR

Jun22.06  WorldLab 2014 - 22nd International Congress of Clinical Chemistry and Laborato- Istanbul, TR
ry Medicine

2015  Jun 21-25 EuroMedLab 2015 -.2_1m |FCC-EFLM European Congress of Clinical Chemistry Paris, FR
and Laboratory Medicine

Oct 29-31 COLABIOCLI 2015 - XXIl Congreso Latinoamericano de Bioguimica Clinica Quito, EC

Nov ArabMedLab 2015 - 14t Arab Congress of Clinical Biology (AFCB) Khartoum, SD

2017 Oct \r/yv?\;llgclj_i?:ibn§017 - 231 International Congress of Clinical Chemistry and Laborato- Durban, ZA

Calendar of events with IFCC auspices

_ 13t EFLM Continuous Postgraduate Course in Clinical Chemistry and Laborato- :
2013 Oct19-20 ry Medicine: New Trends in Diagnosis and Monitoring using POC Instruments Dubrovnik. HR

Oct 23-25 VIl National Congress of Clinical Laboratory Bilbao, ES

Oct23-26  10th Annual Congress of the German Joint Society for Clinical Dresden, DE
Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine

Nov 1-4 13th _Congreso Internacional del Colegio Nacional de Bacteri- Bogota, CO
ologia
Nov 7-9 IX Congreso de Bioquimica Clinica Montevideo, UY

Nov 13-15  Journées Internationales de Biologie (JIB) Paris, FR

Feb 6-7 Labguality Days Helsinki, FI

Sep 24-27  7th Santorini Conference "Systems Medicine Personalized Health Santorini, GR
and Therapy"
May 20-24 Second World Congress on Water Channel Proteins (Aquaporins Cluj-Napoca, RO

and Relatives) Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the Discovery
of the First Water Channel Protein
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